
Butterfly Branch 
Five Years Later

• Daylighting a stream in 

downtown Spartanburg 

growing pains



Project purpose:

Airport 

expansion

Adding 

green space

Urban 

revitalization



Stream 
Characteristics















Nearly constant 

construction 

oversight. 

Communication 

between contractor 

to engineer to city 

was fantastic. 







One year later…





Approximately 1 Liz in 

height. 



Five years later…



Challenges

Water is piping under the 
double cross vane

Vegetation plots are struggling 
without invasive maintenance

Willows are catching sediment, 
reshaping the stream



• Boulder Step Pools 

were successful and are 

stable.

• Natural channel stream 

is stable and resilient.

• Community is enriched 

• System is supply limited, did that 

affect cross vane effectiveness?

• Should riverbanks be managed to 

avoid overcrowding or not use 

willows?

• Include invasive species removal 

as part of maintenance



Questions?


